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	Baking soda gets out of the box 
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Arm & Hammer all-natural Pure Baking Soda from Church & Dwight is getting a new take in packaging with a 12-lb club store-sized standup reclosable bag. Quite a departure from the brand's small bright yellow paperboard box and its shaker canister, the large-format standup bag helps keep the large quantity of product fresh with its proprietary evacuation port technology. The company's "first foray" into flexible packaging, and also one of the first applications for Zip-Pak's Powder Proof zipper technology, the durable bag is now available across the U.S. at major discount retail and wholesale stores. 

The Powder Proof technology incorporates the evacuation ports, or perforations dotting the zipper tracks, that create channels through which powdery and particulate residue can fall back into the package, which helps prevent clogs and zipper malfunctions. 

Launched about two months ago, the new flexible package, made of a high-gauge polyethylene film, offers superior barriers and protection for the baking soda as well as key moisture-resistance while the gravure-printed laminated bagstock creates a look similar to that of the paperboard box used by Arm & Hammer for more than a century. "The easy to use press-to-close zipper and the package's other contemporary, value-added features such as a scoop, serve to extend brand value," says Kristen Gates, Church & Dwight's Brand Manager for Arm & Hammer Baking Soda. Zip-Pak says the zipper adds another convenience by allowing consumers to store the product in the original packaging, which eliminates the need to transfer it to a separate airtight storage container. 

The bags are produced from rollstock on Roberts C-1500 horizontal/form/vertical/fill and seal equipment with Zip-Pak's Powder-Proof zipper. "The Powder-Proof zipper proved to be a perfect fit for this product," notes Jeanette Gordon, contract manufacturing, purchasing agent for Church & Dwight. "Not only is it easy to use, it's easy to implement with Roberts machinery. Since hitting shelves in September, we have witnessed strong customer acceptance and have strong expectations for the new package." 
	


